Memorandum
To:

Criminal Defense Attorneys Practicing in the Fourth Judicial District

CC:

Hon. Abigail Aragon, Hon. Flora Gallegos, Hon. Melanie Rivera, Hon. Christian

Montano, Hon. Christopher Baca, Robert Duran, Darlene Baca, Cynthia Garza, Carol Muniz
From: Gerald E. Baca, Chief District Court Judge, Fourth Judicial District
Date: 3/24/2020
Re:

Supreme Court Order 20-8500-006

As you all may know by now, the Supreme Court has issued an updated order concerning
court operations during the current public health emergency. A copy of the order (with my
highlights) is attached to this memo for your review. It is my intention that the courts within
the Fourth Judicial District strictly adhere to this order as well as to any other orders issued
by the New Mexico Supreme Court.
Consequently, effective immediately, there shall be NO in-person hearings held in any of
the courts within the Fourth Judicial District unless it is an emergency and it has been
authorized by me. All hearings shall be held via telephone conference or audio-visual link
(Google Meet is the preferred platform for audio-visual conferences). This means that no
attorney, witness, victim, press or any other person shall appear in person at the court holding
the hearing.
The prosecution and defense shall arrange with the defendant, the victim, their respective
witnesses, and any other person to attend the hearing via telephone conference or audiovisual conference. These people can be physically located at the prosecutor’s office, the
defense attorney’s office or some other location as long as they have the ability to attend the
hearing via the medium used to hold the hearing. This includes evidentiary hearings where
physical evidence/exhibits will be introduced into the record.
In the event of an evidentiary hearing, the attorneys who intend to introduce
exhibits/evidence into the record shall, not later than 24 hours prior to the hearing, provide
the court and all counsel of record with copies of the exhibits that they intend to use at the
hearing. The copies of the exhibits can be provided, via email, to the TCAA for the district
judge presiding over the hearing or the Court Manager (via the attorney email address
recently created for this purpose) for the magistrate who is presiding over the hearing.
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The exhibits shall be pre-marked. The prosecution shall use numbers and the defense shall
use letters to identify their respective exhibits. The exhibit, if a document, shall be legible;
and if a photograph, shall be such that the thing being depicted is easily and readily visible.
Counsel shall use their best discretion and professional judgment to limit the number of
exhibits submitted to those that are necessary to establish their point. Duplicative exhibits
shall not be allowed.
A telephone conference should suffice for most hearings and will be the preferred method by
which hearings shall be held. However, where the judge is called upon to make credibility
determinations, a video conference shall be required. Video conferences shall the preferred
medium in plea hearings, but a plea hearing may be held, in the discretion of the presiding
judge, via tele-conference. However, ALL sentencing hearings shall be conducted via video
conference.
For hearings that are held via telephone conference, the party that requested the hearing shall
be responsible for setting up the conference call. For hearings requiring a video conference,
the court shall set up the video conference via Google Meet. Thus, all attorneys practicing in
the Fourth Judicial District should “load” the Google Meet platform on their cell phone or
computer so that they are able to attend hearings held by the court using this platform.
Thank you for your continued cooperation in these trying times. Keep yourselves safe and
well.

